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CONGRATULATING THE SILSBEE 

BULLDOGS FOR THEIR STATE 
CHAMPIONSHIP VICTORY 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Silsbee Bulldogs for winning the 
Class 4–A State Basketball Championship on 
March 11, 2017 at the Alamodome in San An-
tonio, Texas. There is no doubt it takes an in-
credible amount of persistence, hard work, 
passion and skill to accomplish this feat. 
These young men have shown all of these 
qualities and I applaud each and every one of 
them. I would like to personally recognize 
each one of them and their coaches. 

Players: Bruce Newton, Calvin Tyler, Mi-
chael McCain, Braelon Bush, Jordyn Adams, 
Trajan Harris, Willie Jones, Adonis Thomas, 
Jadon Bass, Landyn Tyler, Chris Martin, Chris 
Thomas, Decoby Jones, Kalon Barnes and 
Devon McCain; Superintendent: Richard Bain; 
Principal: Paul Trevino; Athletic Director: 
Randy Smith; Assistant Athletic Director: Kim 
Albers; Head Coach: Joe Sigler; Assistant 
Coaches: Ira Brooks and James Collins; Man-
ager: Jerome Boykins; Athletic Trainer: John 
Williamson; Student Trainer: Brittany Ste-
phens. 

I wish each one of them continued success 
on and off the basketball court. Go Bulldogs. 

f 

H.R. 479, THE NORTH KOREA 
STATE SPONSOR OF TERRORISM 
DESIGNATION ACT OF 2017 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, North 
Korea spent 20 years on the State Sponsor of 
Terrorism list for acts of international terrorism 
and its dangerous proliferation activities. But in 
2008, North Korea was taken off the state 
sponsors of terrorism list in exchange for its 
commitment to dismantle its nuclear program. 

Nine years later, we’ve lived up to our end 
of the bargain while North Korea has carried 
out four nuclear tests. Not only that—but little 
Kim has escalated his support for international 
terrorism. 

In 2009 alone, three North Korean arms 
shipments bound for terrorist groups were 
interdicted. North Korean experts have ad-
vised both Hezbollah and Hamas in the con-
struction of their terrorist tunnel networks. 

North Korea has directly menaced the U.S. 
using new-age digital terrorism, launching 
cyber-attacks against U.S. government agen-
cies and Sony Pictures. 

Last month Kim Jon-un’s half-brother was 
brutally assassinated in Malaysia by sus-
pected North Korean operatives using the 
chemical weapon VX nerve agent. 

North Korea’s actions have only grown more 
flagrant since being removed from the ter-
rorism list. Kim’s actions threaten our infra-
structure, our economy, and ultimately our na-
tional security. 

That’s why I introduced H.R. 479 The North 
Korea State Sponsor of Terrorism Designation 

Act. My bill requires the Secretary of State to 
determine whether or not North Korea meets 
the criteria for a State Sponsor of Terrorism. 
It also expresses the sense of Congress that 
North Korea likely meets the criteria for des-
ignation as an SST. North Korea is a State 
Sponsor of terrorism. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

f 

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS THAT THE SUPREME 
COURT MISINTERPRETED THE 
FIRST AMENDMENT TO THE CON-
STITUTION IN THE CASE OF 
BUCKLEY V. VALEO RESOLUTION 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the ‘‘Expressing the Sense of Con-
gress that the Supreme Court Misinterpreted 
the First Amendment to the Constitution in the 
Case of Buckley v. Valeo’’ Resolution, an im-
portant bill to promote and preserve free 
speech. 

The landmark Supreme Court case Buckley 
v. Valeo was decided over forty years ago. 
Justice Byron White called the decision ‘‘a 
mortal danger against which effective preven-
tive and curative steps must be taken.’’ 

In the wake of a Presidential election where 
spending approached $5 billion, we see the in-
fluence of wealthy donors. They are granted 
an inordinate amount of influence over the 
politicians they elect. True to form, it appears 
to have endowed donors with an unusually 
high number of Cabinet positions in the Trump 
Administration. Nearly 38 percent of President 
Trump’s high-level government posts were 
given to campaign donors. 

Congress must end the current practice of 
allowing elections to be bought by the highest 
bidder. If money equals free speech, then lack 
of money equals lack of free speech. 

We must ensure that our campaigns are re-
flective of the people’s voices, not those of 
Wall Street and corporations. Buckley v. Valeo 
took this inviolate First Amendment right away 
from the people. In order to secure free 
speech as a right of ‘‘we the people,’’ this mis-
interpretation must be readdressed. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 
186, I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Aye. 

TRIBUTE TO THE EDITOR OF MID-
LAND DAILY NEWS AT THE 
HEARST CORPORATION JOHN H. 
‘‘JACK’’ TELFER II 

HON. JOHN R. MOOLENAAR 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. MOOLENAAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Jack Telfer, the Editor of the 
Midland Daily News, upon his retirement. 

Jack was born and raised in Port Huron 
where he attended St. Clair County Commu-
nity College and earned his Associates de-
gree. He went on to attend Central Michigan 
University and graduated with a Bachelors in 
Journalism in 1978. After finishing school, 
Jack began his career in journalism as a court 
and police beat reporter for the Daily Tribune. 

Jack went on to become the Editor of the 
Huron Daily Tribune in 1983. His leadership 
was exceptional and he earned the Hearst 
Eagle Award, which is the company’s highest 
award for excellence. In 1991, he moved to 
Midland to become the Editor of the Midland 
Daily News, another Hearst Publication. In his 
25 years at the Midland Daily News, he has 
been a cornerstone of the paper’s success 
and helped lead it to the 2016 Michigan Press 
Association Newspaper of the Year award. 

Outside of work, Jack’s wife Jeanne, daugh-
ter Renee and son John Telfer III along with 
their spouses and his grandchildren have 
been the biggest part of his life. Jack looks 
forward to spending more time with them and 
further imparting his legacy of faith and love of 
hockey. 

Jack has been especially helpful in giving 
back to Michigan’s Fourth District. He has had 
strong involvement with the United Way of 
Midland, volunteering and serving on the 
board. His strategic thinking has helped the 
organization and our community. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan, I am honored today to recog-
nize Jack Telfer for his lifetime of work in 
media and for his commitment to the Midland 
Community. 

f 

TO CONGRATULATE AND HONOR 
ANGELINA M. PENNISI STEINER 
FOR HER LITERARY ACHIEVE-
MENTS 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
congratulate and honor Angelina M. Pennisi 
Steiner for her literary achievements. At the 
age of thirteen, her poem ‘‘The Rusty Clock’’ 
was selected to be included in the award-win-
ning Children’s Album of Poetry Archives. 
After submitting another poem, ‘‘A Nightly 
Wish,’’ Mrs. Steiner became the only person in 
her school to be included twice. In 2014, her 
first book, ‘‘Chasing Dreams’’ was published. 
Now, her second book, ‘‘Beautiful Words 
Coming My Way’’ is being published and 
archived in the Library of Congress. 

Mrs. Steiner joined the Plant City Senior 
Center several years ago, where she shared 
her talents in weekly poetry readings. She be-
came a member of the Florida Writer’s Asso-
ciation, has been a guest at Winter Haven’s 
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